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United Service Club a Hint of Over There

Thrilling First Hand Stories of the Great War on Land and Sea and in the Air
Picked Up Between Games From Invalided Fighters

Tor Ay ol s provileged o see the
4\ titanic drama now béing et
slong the western front, but 1f yon are
lurky you may spend a few hours in the

Vnited Serviee Club, where voun will oo
the best long distance view of the log

w to be found anywhere.

Here are a few gems cuiled from o drop
in visit the other afternoon:

First, meet Sergeaut Bomber MetGinnss
of Boston, Mass. MoGinnis is the na
v lich should be enough deseription with-
wut entering into details of personality.

serecant Bomber Metinms is the elul’s
«livonie optimist, champion checker player
awd onderly.  Somewhere out in No Mar's
Land a shrapnel shell me along and
||ip|u1| off vne of his | s,

bt a Lile

thing hike a leg moresor lvss never bothers
a MeGinnis,

tm the present  oeeasion the sergeant
ture himself away vt
offensive against a member of the Rova!
iving Corps to extend gredtings to the
visttor and sammon shock troops in the
prrson of the manazer. That worthy
eame limpmg up to do s duty.

from o chesher

Persiflage From the Sergeant.

“What's the game, sir?” demanded the
sorgeant. “Are ye nesin’ abont now to
be sent back to Blighta 17

“No, sergeant.” was the pamed re-
spomse,  “1 have a miserable rheumatism
m my right knee. Kuocks me
pletely out.™

“Whisht, now, an” ain’l e
rate!”

“You're shouting, 1 ma”

“An’ am’t T the Incky nilis pow, no
richt knee to get rheumatism m!”?

After that, does or does not Sergoant
Homber MeGmuis desorve his title of
clab optimist?

“T wax pitchin” about out in Olio when
Tull puiled that boue about bos<in® the
whole blamed carth,” 15 the way he de-
seribes his entrance the
fioured ot
=crap in the world, and
vieht for MeGinmis notl to see 1t

Com

nnfortu

mte war., *“I

Wis '_'u'ml-; to b th

waonld

It cost

e a pan too gel a ok n, but 1 don’t
eerel at, 10 they tind sonie use for oue-
fgmeed anen U1 butt vight m oacam. 1

want to meetl the Futz that dur off thot
pr”

“You're gotting baek to put it up on
Fritz, eh, what 7 breke i an Euglisih of-
fieer with the msiguia of 2 Captain and
three };u]d braid bars on lis sleeve mdi-
vating the nuniber of times he Lad been
woundd.  “Renunds of

Nicholson over there.”

Nzval Reserve Men There.

So saving e indiweated a uan of me-
dum height, stockily blt, wnting at a
nearby desk.  The man was Lieut. John
I, Nichobon, Roval Nuval Heservea,

“Nicholson,” continned the Caplain, “is
an Australinn, He jomed out with the
first overseas expedition aml served fif-
teen months at the front with the Anzacs.
Then Le was wonnded and sent back to
Biighty. When be was about recoversl
I happened fo mention the faet he had
spent most of his life at sew, and that be
kad 2 master's livense. -

“The offieer be told thas at of news
to wanted to know why in the name of
heaven he bado't let ot out back there.
Nieholson said be hado’t had time, he
wanted to get in the fight m a hurry and
as the boys were all ready to go Le
thought be was jolly lacky to get with
them.

“As a result of this conversation he
was made a Lisutenant in the K. N, R.
he serviee needed wen ke him the worst
Il take the job, he agreed, “on
e condition,” *What s 12 asked the
Colonel. *That you give we leave so 1
can go back to wy regunent lor a few
panutes,” Nicholson answered,

“The Celonel thought that few minules
lause was so peculiar that Le asked more
shout it. Nieholson told bim right enougl,
Me said the sergeant-major of lus regi-
went  had ]-i-‘Lt‘d on lum for fifteen
months svlid. All he wanted was to go
back long encugh to meet up with the
poor old thing so be could draw up and
wake Lim salute,

“11i= request was granted.  He returned
to lis vegnnent, met up wish the 8. M,
etijoyed the salute he had travelled all
that distance to get, returned to London
at once and wus placed in the most dan-
gerous of the sea services, the decoy flecl.

LTTE my friend

VAN,

“The decoy eet i better known as the
Naval Suicide Club: 15 purpose i= (o at-
tract submarines, get them to give chase
and torpedo, Winle the attention of the
U-beats is centred on this guarry a de-
stroyer sneaks up and sinks them. Nieh-
olson has had three boats torpedord under
him. He has helped cateh three sub-
miarines. He says be does not care where
they put him: so leng as he had that
salute from old George Tronble, the S,
M., he can say cheerv-o to anything.”

“You fellows remember that Hritish
officer who used to dnft m every
now and then?” smd the elubh man-
Ager. “He was in wmufi We
made a lut of cracks shout his loud
gear. He wore a very conspicnous wrist

in his slesve
and wis even suspected of drinking per-
tume.  Jn faet be was dandied up Like
PPiceadilly on a sunny afternoon,

“Many timmes the boys triel to draw

walell, carried his kerchiet

Lip to ks knee by a picee of shrapuel, sl
was invalided back,
able to be about lie came Lome and en-
Listed with the Americans.

“Hear about the two Sammies who
studied trench Freneh T asbed MeChin-
tock. “They were getting by with it good
and were all smoked up over the faet,
One evening they were sitting in a village
toodery finishing dimner.

“*How about a shot of coffee, Pos-
sum? asked the first Saummie.

SN fall, said the second.

weOh-h, garsong, dukes eafevs and—
and —Say, ‘Possum, what's the French for
erenps de menthe 77

Poilu Puzzled by Slang.

“Remiids me of the poilu who eonldn’t
wei on with las Englsh,”  eontributed
an officer i the blue of the army of
Franee, bui whose adentity was not dis
His words were doled out slowly
and convisely as af each one was being
woghed and measured betore 11z delivery.

“This poiln was having much diffieulty
to understand the language. Always there
was some new use of it to puzele him.
One day be mel a fellow Student, also a
]aeillll.

“How you make out
lee<h ?* poiln No. 2 asked.

I cannot understan” how she ers” was
the reply.. ‘Thees moming 1 meet one
Tommy, *How vou fecling, Tomn:n ¥’

As soon as he was

vlosed,

wid de l‘:l‘l{._.,"-

that the words dead and death are er-
tirely dropped from the soldier’s vorahn-
lars T A man 15 either ‘napen’ or he has
‘pone West,! It is a beautiful expression
when you eome to think of it. Suggests
the continuation of the soul into the land
besyond.”

Capt. Odeil, who is of a sericus turn of
n:ind, made so, as he insists, by the war,
spoke of how the men are mvariably -
hgiously inelinédl before going into battle.
A religions ceremony always precedes a
trip over the top. The men take a guick
roview of their past and most of them
make solemn vows they will live different
lives if they come through. Onee they
o over they go to it Nothing can =top
them then but cold steel.

This is hew the United Serviee Club
came 1o be:

“Thefe are dozens of
rooms, amusement places, rest rooms and
the Like for the use of soldiers and smlors,

l'lli]r‘-. T'l'::l]lll,r_f

Checkers always is a popular game in the United

Vim out, 1o get Dime to 1ol something of
himself, but he seemed 1o prefer talking
about the pew <lows, e was the sort
of bind who, i1 Tee went to the theatr,
probably spent the time Deotween  aels
peading the “What Men Wil Wear” ool
nmn,

“Finally one day be opened np. Mavh
vou thinh he did net kneck us all dendd,
e had been at the font with the Koyl
Fiving Corps, wo ipded seven Taness, sevion
wwvalided back stripes to his evedit, The
iost time he was over the Geeman lines
when a Bocke sirman
i

hot away the tail

eomrse this ggean!

ot his wmarchine.
i 4.'"1'-]("!;- loss of contral,

Dropped 6,000 Feet and Lived.
“He was up 008 feet. s machine
He hept his exes on the
pori=tersd  GaHH faet,
resembers.  He wolie
He was hadly bruieed

Legan to dive,
altimeter until it
That 1= the last he
up m a hospital.
and suffering from shoek, but otherwr-e
unen jured.

“Uan yNou
altitude nine times as lugh as the Wool.
verth Buildng and wvoi heng fattensd
ot hike a griddle cake?  What really
happened was the plane foell much as o
lead fallx, sort of flattered o the ground
and paralicled the earth before stnking.
This broke the force of the tall
derstand how it happenal take a piece
ol paper about the size of a leaf, hold
it high up and let it full to the floor. 1t
will give vou exactly the ideit of what
pappenad to the fellow we picked out for
a sissy willow,

“He insisted he was fit enough: his
nerves had gone back on him a bit, that
was all; he'd be right-o in no e, As the
serpeant savs, vou never can tell from the
Lbel™ 1

Licat. Alexander MeClintock joined the
group. MeClintock is known as the fight-
g Kentuckian. He went over with the
Canadians at the start of the scrap, re-
ceived the compliments of Frtz in the
shope of a deep furrow ploughed from his

imagrine  Talling from an

To un-

I ask heem, What do von think he say.
“Jolly well fed up and d d hungry.”
How voun make out such answer— jully
well fed up and d——d hungry. It can-
ot besn ™

(Space between d's deleted by eensor).

Sergt, H. Austin Beck of the
Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Foree,
Ioke out with a virm about Boche Tin-

First

Euist=.

“Many of the Germans,” suul Serct,
Bk, “speak English quite well, and it
is no upeommon thing at night to hear
thean trymege it out on us.

“Every now and then they hand us a
surprise as they eall across from their
trenches.  Twagine hearing Fritz shout,
witt of the darkness, *Have you ever been
i Buite, Montana? or ‘How's little old
New Yoark T You wonder how he ever got
wise to the faet there was a Butle in
Montana.

“This firing of trench English iz all
riglt a5 long as they stay in their treneles
or are in one bauds, prisoners.  There
i= & story going the rounds out there,
however, which shows the danger of even
this long distance familiarity.

“ A German sweeeeded in erawling up
quite close to a trench held by a Britich
the Weish  Fusilliers
Not having been obeerved he remained
in a ||:'uli‘|'tw| Pusition and ealled ont :

= +3g, that's the Seeond Wel=h?

"'\'l-_.' SOHIME O 1':'1-“1‘11.

**Any Swansea men there? he m
qiired, as that is the plaee where the
pajority of this regiment were recruite.

“*Yes, the answer came hack.

:*How many I’

“*Ahout ten.

“*Well, share this among you,’ he
called, tossng @ hand grenade into the
trench. It blew four of the men West
and injured some more. The frateruizer
made good his escape.”

“Speaking of going West,” remarked
Capt. Eugene Odell, also of the Canadian
Expeditionary Force, “bave you noticed

I 2!!1"‘![[, Sevond

Service Club.

the mien in the rank<,” expliatued the uin-
“hut somehow kind leartod
{actors averlooked the officers"

aver, brener=

As uomatter of fact, officers are quile
as muech at 2 loss to know where to go
in New York as privates.  Toke a yvoung
uflicer, for example, who comes to town
from Banston or one of the Western ean-
tonments. He has bheen further
East than Kan=us City. He las no friends
in New York, no acguaintances. He
doc-n't know the Battery from the Pronx,

never

Junior's Pay Soon Gone.

Ths young officer comes expecting
to stay a couple of days and is ordered
to remam four or five weeks. The pay
of a _ium--'r hieutenant does not admit of
his enfting any wide swath along our
pleasure pathways,  Everywhere he goes
costs money.  He finds himself cleaned,
up against it,

It 15 o prevent such happenings, to
make the stay of the men who are serving
their eolors in rexponsible positions eom-
fortuble and agrecable, that the United
Service Club was formed. Another mo-
tive was to offer a place where officers
of the different countries might meet 1n-
formally and exchange idess, a sort of
a get together ecentre.

The club is established on the first mez-
zanine of the MeMpin Hotel,  The hotel
management has set aside spavious quar-
ters for the exclusive use of its soldier
wiests, There are no club dues, no charges
of any sort for the use of the club equip-
ment.  Officers of any and all of the
allied armies are cordially invited to drop
in and make themsclves comfurtable.

Comfortable? Capacious leather chairs,
the kind yon sink in and refuse to be
moved from by main foree. Generously
equipped writing desks with engraved sta-
tionery bearing the club name. All the
current periodicals and newspapers.

But best of all, you can always scare
up a good game of checkers, of chess, of
dominves. And the war game goes om
interminably.
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